


BOLD SCHOOLS

• Awarded annually since 2016

• “Beating the odds” analysis identifies 
schools with significantly higher than 
expected proficiency based on 
student populations

• Eligible schools serve >30% 
economically disadvantaged

WHITTIER ES (DCPS)

2023 BOLD PERFORMANCE SCHOOLS REPORT







HOW WE IDENTIFY 
BOLD 

PERFORMANCE 
SCHOOLS





BOLD SCHOOLS METHODOLOGY

• Use multiple advanced machine learning algorithms to isolate the 
impact of a school from demographic factors it cannot control

• Create four separate ensemble models for math and reading, 
level 3+ and level 4+

• Find each school’s average PPAE
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PERCENT PROFICIENT ABOVE EXPECTED
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DATA & PROGRESS MONITORING

• Teachers at Bold Schools analyze data 
weekly

• Some of the data analysis is deep 
diving into student work

• Students know their own data and 
growth targets

• Exit ticket and daily trackers
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INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

• Educator collaboration

• Open classroom policies, pop-ins for 
peer feedback

• Lesson practice to address possible 
misconceptions

• Inclusive classroom PD
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FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

• Weekly newsletters about the next 
week to know the fun things students 
might miss

• Quarterly family surveys
• Parent focus groups and activities 

with food

• Class Dojo

2023 BOLD PERFORMANCE SCHOOLS REPORT



2023 BOLD PERFORMANCE SCHOOLS REPORT



EMPHASIZED FUN & JOY

• Student & educator wellbeing

• Fun Fridays
• BOOM Room

• Morning Meetings filled with joy and 
celebration

• Mindfulness activities for educators
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TARGETED INTERVENTION

• Data-driven small groups

• Teach-led tutoring opportunities
• Additional interventionists in the 

classroom providing tier 3 supports
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Other Key Strategies Schools Identified
• Maker spaces: building space designed to provide learners with more experiences like 

creating a news broadcast, playing chess, and participating in enrichment activities that 
activate their literacy and numeracy skills

• Additional instruction time: Center City, Payne, Roots, and Whittier mentioned the 
importance of extended school day, tutoring, Saturday academies, and summer camps 
for supplemental instruction

• Emphasis on science and social studies: prioritize science and social studies instruction, 
ensuring every student, even in untested grade levels, receives multiple lessons per week



DATA + COLLABORATION + JOY = 
BOLD OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL









• Also Bold Perf. in 2022
• At-risk ELA 4+ proficiency more than double 

city average, math more than triple

13.2 PPAE



• Also Bold Perf. in 2022, 2019
• Highest ELA/Math combined 3+ proficiency 

for at-risk students in the city  (for open 
enrollment schools)

10.2PPAE



• Tested 72% at-risk
• Most improved math 3+ proficiency from 

2022 for at-risk students in the city

7.8 PPAE



• 3rd highest PPAE in the city
• Tested 77% at-risk

• Also Bold Perf. in 2016, 2017

14.7PPAE



• Tested 75% at-risk
• Also Bold Perf. in 2016, 2018, 2019

• 2nd most improved ELA 3+ proficiency for at-
risk students in the city

11.2 PPAE



• Tested 73% at-risk
• Second most improved ELA 4+ proficiency 

in the city

8.7PPAE



• Also Bold Perf. in 2022, 2019
• 5th grade at-risk 4+ proficiency in ELA more 

than double city avg, almost triple in math

11.5 PPAE



• Tested 64% at-risk
• Also Bold Perf. in 2022, 2019

• At-risk students proficiency improved 8 pts 
in ELA and 10 pts in math

8.8PPAE



• Highest PPAE in the city
• Also Bold Perf. in 2022, 2019

14.9 PPAE



• Tested 65% at-risk
• Most improved ELA 4+ proficiency for at-risk 

students in the city

9.9PPAE



• 2nd highest PPAE in the city
• Also Bold Perf. in 2022

14.8 PPAE



• Also Bold Perf. in 2019
• 2nd highest ELA/Math combined 3+ 

proficiency for at-risk students in the city  (for 
open enrollment schools)

11.8PPAE



THANK YOU:

CITYBRIDGE FOUNDATION

EDUCATION FORWARD DC

DC POLICY CENTER

BOLD EDUCATORS!
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In 2023, DC students demonstrated achievement gains in math and reading, 
including for high priority student groups. However, proficiency remained below 
2019 pre-pandemic levels.
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