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About DCFPI

The DC Fiscal Policy Institute
shapes racially-just tax, budget, 
and policy decisions by centering 
Black and brown communities 
in our research and analysis, 
community partnerships, 
and advocacy efforts to advance 
an antiracist, equitable future.
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Agenda 

• DCFPI’s Principles on Equitable 
Education Financing

• How DC Funds its Schools
• Deep Dive into Individual School 

Budgets 
• Tips on How to Effectively 

Engage on School Budgets
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Key Principles on Equitable School Financing

• Adequacy: Is the overall budget enough to support 
an adequate education for all?

• Equity: Is the money allocated in a way to address 
systemic inequities and to provide each student 
what they need to succeed?

• Transparency: Is the budget information clear and 
available?

• Engagement: How are parents, students, and 
school staff engaged?
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Collective Public Investments Made Possible by DC’s Diverse Revenue Sources
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ESSER

• ESSER III expires September 30, 2024
• ~$246 million left to be spent by all LEAs as of 8/2023
• Most of the ESSER money has funded accelerated learning (support staff 

for recovery learning, tutoring, and additional supports for students 
with disabilities)

• Important to avoid fiscal cliffs by reinvesting in these programs
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DCPS Funding
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Charter funding
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Following the Funding from Local Education Agencies to Schools

Not all money from the UPSFF follows the student to their school. The UPSFF is multiplied by LEA 
projected enrollment, and LEA leaders are responsible for directing funding to schools.

Base Weight 
$ Amount

Supplement
al Weight 

Proportion

# of 
Students 
Receiving 

Supplement

Total $ 
Allocated 

for 
Supplement

Each Local Education Agency (LEA) has broad control and flexibility in the use of its funds:
- LEA leaders can direct funds based on the priorities of their school model
- Individual school leaders (principals) input varies widely
- Budgets are posted to PCSB and DCPS websites annually
- Currently, there is no uniform budget template or spending categories for charter schools
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Schools first in budgeting – DCPS

• Chairman Mendelson introduced in 2022
• Based on a school's previous year budget, adjusted for inflation
• Helps to secure classroom teacher positions, year over year
• Mayor Bowser did not follow this legislation last budget season
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What's included in a school budget?

School budgets could include:
• Salaries: teachers, administrators, and support staff
• Resources: literacy materials, technology, or any school supplies and equipment
• Programming: tutoring, after school programs, or social emotional 
learning curriculum
• Funding and services for special populations, including special education, 
English Language Learners, and students considered at-risk
• For charter school*: facilities and overhead expenses
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Diving Into School 
Budgets
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Evaluating Budget Transparency

The BIG Goal: To better understand what 
information is AVAILABLE in DCPS and 
public charter school budgets

Let's take a look to see if we can find:
• Teacher and staff salaries
• Funding spend per pupil
• At-risk funding and spending
• School facilities
• Private donations (including PTO $)
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Viewing Budgets Across Sectors

DCPS

• View DCPS budgets at - DCPS Budgets
• Includes initial and submitted budgets 

– up to date for this school year
• Provides information about central 

office funding, but does not go into 
specifics

Public Charter Schools

• View LEA-level budgets (not individual 
schools) at the Public Charter School 
Board's (PCSB) Transparency Hub:

• Does not include initial budgets
• Most recent budgets are from Fiscal 

Year 2022

https://dcpsbudget.com/budget-data/
https://dcpcsb.org/transparency-hub
https://dcpcsb.org/transparency-hub
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Budget 1: Truesdell Elementary 
School (DCPS)
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Truesdell Elementary Quick Facts

• DCPS School in Ward 4
• Serves PK3-5th grade
• Total projected enrollment of 461 (increase of 17 students)
• 57% of student population is considered "at risk"
• Total FY24 Budget is $8,744,589
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Budget 2: Rocketship PCS (Entire 
LEA)
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Rocketship PCS Quick Facts

• Three school campuses:
• Infinity Community Prep (W5)
• Legacy Prep (W7)
• Rise Academy (W8)

• LEA serves grades PK3-5
• Total enrollment in FY22: 1,643
• 65% of LEA population is considered "at-risk"
• Total FY22 budget: $42,554,781
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Deep Dive



D C  F I S C A L  P O L I C Y  I N S T I T U T E

Truesdell Elementary FY24 Submitted Budget

Local Funds Federal Funds
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Rocketship PCS FY22 Budget

Quarter 4
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At-Risk Funding
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Truesdell Elementary FY24 Submitted Budget – At-Risk Funding

Local Funds Federal Funds
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Rocketship PCS FY22 Budget – At-Risk Funding
Quarter 4

???
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Rocketship PCS (Community Prep Campus) - At-Risk Funding
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Rocketship PCS (Community Prep Campus) - At-Risk Funding
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Teacher and Staff Salaries
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Truesdell ES Salaries
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Rocketship PCS Salaries

Quarter 4
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School Facilities
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Truesdell ES Facilities Funding
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Rocketship PCS Facilities Funding

Quarter 4
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Private Donations
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Private Sources of Funds

• Private donations are NOT required to be shared on DCPS school 
budgets

• Grants and other contributions ARE shared in PCSB's Financial 
Analysis Reports

• Funding from charity or Parent Teacher Organizations (PTOs) looks 
very different across all our schools, but the majority of schools do 
not raise significant amounts
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Tips for Effectively

Engaging in School Budgets
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Family and Community Budget Engagement

What are the current avenues for engagement?
System:
• Performance and budget oversight hearings
• Roundtable hearings
School-Level:
• Local School Advisory Teams (LSAT) - DCPS
• Family engagement teams – public charters schools
What limitations exist?
• Timeline – quick turnaround
• Ongoing pandemic and its significant impacts
• Creating a budget that accounts for inflation, includes adequate salary 

increases, and adjusts for enrollment changes
• Looking at budgets can be wonky!!!
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Question & Answer
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Staff contact info

Erika Roberson, Policy Analyst on Education
eroberson@dcfpi.org 

Tazra Mitchell, Chief Policy and Strategy Officer
Tmitchell@dcfpi.org 

mailto:eroberson@dcfpi.org
mailto:Tmitchell@dcfpi.org
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